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5 Den Beloved Friends, 
Erace, Mercy and Peace be Mul- „ 


tiplied upon you from Our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, I 


Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 


5 the Great Conſideration of the Account that I haveita | 


make for every one of you, at the Bar of the. LORD 


JESUS CHRIST, in the Great Day of Judgement, bart 
made me while I was among you to be free with: your 
3 Souls; and te declare to you the whole Counſel of GOD; 5: a- 
£ din to the meaſure of Light and Grace, that he bath given 
| 21 ad to Catechiſe and Viſit you from Houſe to Houſe, and 48 
* You particularly Ingadged to be the LORD's.; and to point Out! . 
Er one of you, your Hazard and Danger, and to encqura „ 


I ſay, the 9 of the LORD did perſwade me to do a 
4 1 ou be found guilty of the Blood of any of your Souls; So 
lid the Love that I carried to you, and the Affakion and". 'Love that. 
did hear to me, conſtrained me, to do all that I did; and Lam, 
bar from Rewing or Repenting any Pains 1 was at in chis: Wok, 
= Hat. I rather find ground to Bewail and Lament my Short-comings, -- = 
þ4 to Fan 1 the LORD. * have not dro 9 2 ſo. 1 IF 4 2 
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= the Weight of my Charge, nor the Worth of your Immer:.li 

; as I ought to have done, and yet (I may 17 and pod 
wich this Queſtion, bat could the LORD have done unto you m. 
. — Bath done ? If Scripture or Reaſon could have perſwadedi 
you to forſake your Evil Ways? Or if the Threatnings on the one 
| band, or, Allurements on the other hand might have prevailed wit 


. 


you ; there had not many ot you been in the Caſe that this Day ye 
are in; for not only did we our ſelf deal with you, as Seriouſly 
and afteQionatly as we could; but we dealt with others ef his Ser. 


vants to uſe their Moyen with you, and in CHRIS T's ſtead to be-. 


leech you to be Reconciled unto him: But Oh! and Alace, we 

may ſay, we have Laboured in vain, as to many of you; and it i; ne 

but very few of you, that is prevailed with you to accept of the 

Prince of Renown,the Pearl of Price, and to cloſe with Him in Hi 

own Terms; ye have ſometimes ſome of you given us ſeemitg 

Grounds of like!yhood, that ye were in a fair way to a Cleſing with WA 
GOD; and thet ye would no more be the Men and Women tha 
re were; yea, I doubt not, but many of you have had theſe Re. 
lutions at other times, that_ye are in the Bond of Iniquity, and 
the Gall of Bitterneſs : And for others of you, your Dullneſs and 
Stupidity was fo great, and your Perverſneſs in your Reſifting the 
Holy Ghoft ; and the Offers of the Everlaſting Goſpel, that 5e 
would never be brought to give CHRIST a Hearing, but Drunkard 
and Swearers, and Neglecters of Prayer, you wers befere we came 
among you; and fo ye are yet without the leaſt Amendment, yea 
fome of you are more the children of the Devil this Day, nor ye 
were that Day I firft Preached to „ou; And now let me ask you nn 
one Important Queſtion :' Is CHRIST in you, or not? Is that Bargain | 
and Match betwixt CHRIST and your Soul yielded unto, or not? 
And you that ſeemed ſometimes to cloſe that Bargain, and in Evi. 
dence and Token of the Cloſe, took the Seals cf the Covenant at 
Communions, does this Bargain hold. Alas? I trow ir is the Report 
we may give back to our Maſter, of many of you, Hoſ. 6. 4. Der 
goodneſs is as the Morning cloud axdearly dew; And we may Lament over| 0 { 
you in the Words of 1/aiah 53. Chap. v. 1, Wh hath believed our Report, i 
and ro whors is the Arm of the LORD revealed. May not the LORD expo" 
> Rulac with you, as he did wich the Children of 77} by the Prophet 
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knew what more to do unto you, that we might prevail wit 
„to ſet your Affections on Things above, and to wean yon 
Kr the things of a preſent World, in which ye are ſo drowned. . 2 
buried; O Men and Women, what has the World done tg 
n that has moſt eagerly purſued after it when they came to die? - 
ſaken them, and left chem in the ſnare; And what do you ex- - —_ 
me it will do for you that follow it fo eagerly, and are ſo: cloſely . 3 
ed to it in your affe@tions? Will ät not be {aid to you ere eng *Þ 
Fol, this night thy Soul foul be ra len from thee, and thin whoſe h? 


Fe binzibe? But] hope better things of ſome of you, and thing - 


accompany Salyation';'* I- hope there are a precious 


. 99 eng you, that were once darkneſs, Sut are now light in the LORD; 4 
vi. . 5. 8. That were once Enemies, but are nou, Friends, who wers 
tat ee far off, but are now near, Epb. 2. 13. and ſhall walk with hin _—_ 
Ort 


in 'hite, and (hall be openly acknowledged and owned as his, wien 
z eomes in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance upon all that kn.) not? 2 
ver , and obey not the Goſpel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, - 
. r. 8. 4nd cut, you T ſay, be 3e followers of God as dedr thijarew; - hl 
z0®! 2 . he 5. I. And 1 beſ, eech you that ye walk worthy of tke vocation whejes' a 3 _— | 
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ws * bye were called, with all lowlineſs and meebneſe, forbearing ene 
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in Love. I ſay to vou as Paul to the Phil. 4. 1. Therefore, y Bre 
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threw, dearly beloved and longed fer, my joy and Crown, ſo ſtand faff inrie 


Lord, my dearly beloved, and as Paul to the | Corinthians a Cor. 13. 110 


Be pes fed, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the G 
of love and Peace ſhell bewith you. It is unto you that we are the ſa. 
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your of Life unto Life, when unto others we prove the ſavour of 
Death unco Death, altho unto. you a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. :3M 
Dear Friends, Ye know by the Laws of the Land we were put un.. 
to a neceſſity either to comply with Epiſcopacy contrary co our 
covenanted Ingagements, or to be no more permitted to Labour . 
mongſt you, being by an Act of the Council baniſhed out of the 
Paroch andPresbytery : And new knowing that after our departure 
ſh ill grievous Wolves enter in amongſt you not ſparing the Flock 379 
Therefore we have judged it our Duty to leave you this ſmall Te. 
ſtimony and Token of our Care and Affection to you, which is 2 
a Legacy by a man dead in Law as to his Office among you and all 
that I crave of you is, that ye would accept it on Love and make it 3, 
your own, 9 = 
I have left you here 52 Directions for helping vou how to order 
Four Walk in this dark and enſnaring time, and for as many Di- v1 = 
rections as there are of them, yet I ſay before che LORD, that ! . 
know none of them that ye may ſafely omit the practiſi g of, with. 
gut putting your Souls in as great hazard as they are worth for all, 
Eu Read them therefore and practiſe them, and that ye may " 
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be enabled ſo o do both before ye have begun and after ye have 

done, ſeek GOD's bleſſing upon them; for who-ishe that can blame 
me-to give you theſe Directions, and to preſs the practiſing of them, = 
that conſiders the weighty. Charge put upon us in reference to you, 
asyoeulſece in Ezek. 33. which I exhort you to Read and conſider :; 
And now deariy Beloved, let me poſe you with this one Queſtion, 


ww 1 8 - 
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what areye reſolved to do with theſe Directions? are ye fully reſolved 
to put them in practice or not? or will ye content your ſelves with nl. 
the bare Reading of them? This muſt nor be, and therefore we 
Charge you before GOD and his only Son our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, the Judge of quick and Dꝛad, and his Elect Angels, 
and obreſts you by your ſolemn appearance before him at that Pay, 
and by all the Tokens and Evidences of his Care and Long ge | 
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au the joys of Heaven, and all the Torments of Hell, that ſe: 
a aſide all 'Excules, and over the belly of all Difficulties and Impe” 
- ments, you do preſently without delay or further demurring upo# 

ee matter; reſolve and promiſe to GOD, before ye turm over th? 
eaf to look upon theſe Directions, to obey and practiſe them all and 
Perry one without exception and without delay; this is my Requeſt - * 
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here be any thing in theſe Directions that we have not 
"Warrant from the word of God to preſs you unto,caſt it and ſpare 
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Find it has been the Cuftom of the Servants of GOD in cd 
Time, when either by one Providence or another, they wer 

called to ſeparate from their reſpective Intereſts, when ei 
ther called away by Death, or to ſome other piece of Work 

or Suffering, to call their Friends and Intereſts together 

E and direct them how to carry themſelves, or to Write to them 
their Counſel. when by GOD's Providence they were violeftly ta- 

ken away from them: Thus it was with Moſes, Deut, 31.14, 28, bi 

| He calls the Elders of Ie! and the People, and left his Counſeſ and 4s 
Series to them, and takes Heaven and Earth to Record of his Faith-W 


Ineſs. So it was with Foſbus when he was old and dying Cbep, 2 
So it was with Paul Act, 20. when he was leaving Epheſus, he cal: 
led the Elders together, and after he had vindicated himſelf, he leave 
His Counſel unto them, Take beed unto your [elves and to the Flocks over 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you ver ſeer: , Fo feed the Flock of G O-D;fl 5 
which be hath purchaſed with bis um Blood, 26. 27, 28. Verſes, And 
. there ate two Reaſons that ſhould induce and move Miniſters to do 

= this, one Moſes gives Deut. 3 1. 29, becauſe that he knew the Poop * 
, _” JJ 244. 
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Mould corrupt thewſelyes after hif Peach. Pau! gives another Ri- 
n in Ac 20. 29, 30. For Throw (faith he) that after my depaithre | » 
ʒ/ꝗ:˙öuu , ſparing: © the” Flock, aloof - 
„„ onen [clues hall men ariſe [peaking per werſe things to dau away 'Diſe . 
pes after them, therefore ( ſays he I take beed to your ſelves, and m. 
, Remember that which I hive ſpoken unto you by the' Space of three 
Il find alſo that it was the Practice of our Lord JESUS' CHRIST 3 


mſelf before he ſuffered in Jobn 14. 15,16 Chap. to direct his Diſciples _ - © 
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ow to behave themſelves until he came again. And I am one alſo tat . 
as it my Duty to give ſome Evidence of my Care and Affection 
ZÞ wards you who are endeavouring to keep his Way; But in partie. 
r to you whe are the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt haf 
ade me Overſeer, and therefore I am reſolved to leave you m ; 
avice. 1. In general, how to be faved. 2+ In particular, hem 
=» carry your ſelves in Reference to the Times, and in reference g 
ſome puzling and perplexing Queſtions and Caſes in this time; an 
l this I purpole to do as briefly and compendioully as I can, that i 
ego wrong and turn aſide to the Errors of the wicked, ye may be 
ft without all excuſe, and not have this to ſay ye wanted War: 
. DireBion I. Labour for an Intereff in Chriſt Jeſus, a ſpecisl an 
ving intereſt, ſuch an intereſt as may ſecure you againſt the Ff  - © © 

of Hell and Wrath, and in order to this, ſee That tbe work of Cans 7 
cr /ion be N in jou, & that that work be not counterfeit but feu; ʒ́ꝑãuãůE 
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= any, your Diſcourſe; your way of Eating and: Drinking, Pray ing 5 x 


: 


28 
LY . 

. 4 : . > 

A | * * ie: 0 1 


* N 2 
I » 
; 3 
® 
* 
"0 


ves 


[ 


4. | 990 
nd 


» 

py, f 

| 
= 

7 
x 
. * „ 
Wh,” * * 
: * 
n 
+... 


do 


. 
; 1 
— . © 1 
8 * 1 8 7 Wh 2 = 
* I , L 3 . E > * „ - 0 +. 7 
r 4 * g * ” ot * d — * | Ms 
. * 8 I th „ 8 l P * 8383 > = * 
Ps 8 e IS Be En Sn He OO 8 
58 _ f * LEE . BF > 3 I ÞF on $0; bs; _ AY 2 
2 1 8 8 . 35 - > ERP... 5 
" OD oro —— 2 - = _ 6 


0 2 * K 
* - hs x W ? 
„ 3 


. f * 


pas | ( 
þ.4 N * 1 
* 1 85 ; Pp dn 
— 4 8 * W 
= 5 > * . * > - 
ww * 
* » ® A 4 5 
, = * 3 : 
S — * * * 


* 9 2 - F 4 
FEY * | . * * » 8 1 -{ * . 
- $ 4 a , : I 0 * 3 — ' Wo y 
4 ” A 64k. 4 : 
” longer 


2 oy = Pay WL. 188 8 ö elne: 281 | : +, 7 
| upon it, and give you ome ſhort hints which T: at mote 4 
: Jangrh'preached to you on this ſubſeſece. "2 
„ I. I ſhall lay . down ſome Conſiderations for preſſing this Dire 5 
* tiot 2 + 3” ' $1} 5 422 Ba Fo my W ideen ans o.- — 5 25 TS A 
en 2. Give you-ſome Directions for attaining it. 
2 x. Conſider, That half Converſion is the undoing of many thou. 
Land Souls, if ye be but like Agrippa, almom perſwaded to be Ghriftias, Wi 
then ye ſhall be but almoſt ſaved, many Thouſands who are paſt help ve 
and hope, hath had the Word come near them, and by the force %% 
of the Word have been caſt into great Fear, and made to make ſom: te 
Hie about their loſt Condition; and have been wakened to ſom: ay 
good putpoſes and Reſolutions, yet for all that hath periſhed, there 
has been ſome who has come near the Kingdom of Heaven, who 
ever enteted into it; I know that thus it bath been with many 
of your ſelves at Communions and other remarkable days, you haye 
been put through other, and have had good purpoſes and Reſoluti. o 
ons, and yet they came to nothing: n there is not 4 f. 
promiſe in the Scripture that you ſhall be pafdoned if ye but a⁰ f - ; 
Repent and Believe; O has reſolved upon the Terms of your Sab 
vation ; and it is in vain for you to hope for Salvation on any 12 
ther Terms: GOD will not change and come down to you and y Our 7 
Terms, it is you that muſt change and come up to his Terms, or elſe wh 
you are loſt for evermormee. „ 
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2. Cegſid: If ye be not through in the Work of Converſion when 
ye are about it, ye will make it more diffieult than when ye fir for 
medled with it;; ye will make it a doubtful caſe. whether. ever y:8ny 
ul get it done or not, as itis with a Sete or a Wound, if ye Tam - Be. 
per Wich it and apply Salves that are not ſuteablei to it for its healing, Ware 
ye will make it harder to be cured and more dangerous than ye had ing 


ever medled with it, or as if ye would put in a Bone that is out ol che 
Joint wrong ye muſt break it again before it be ſeundly healed. e 
- 12.24 Cd: That half Converſon oftentimes preves an occaſion of l 
Mens deluding themſelves, and ſo keeping them from true Ce . 
ficin, if you had never done any thing in it, you would have bee 0s: 
mori £afily petſwaded and convinced, that y dur oaſe is miſerabi 
und chat there is ſtill a Neceſſity of your Change; but when you De e 
ton have had ſeme Couridiabs and trouble of Mind, this 
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"Whath done the Cure, when 5 Converſion is taken for true Conver- "i 


: * 2 „ 
4. Confd:. I ye fall ſnort of true Converſion ye loſs all your Lam, > ol 
our, Sufferings and Hope as to the matter of your, Salvation, and. 
„h, what a pity is it that ſo much ſhould be loſt! for a little mars 
„ F. Conſdl. What a great Advantage it will be to you if your Con- 
erſion be ſound and through at the fit; O what comfort will it. he 


>» 
EF 
54 


S 
o look back to what is. done already of the Work! and to. knowthad 4 


ce haveit not to do over again, it is for che want of this / thad Wem 
i: day and raiſe the Foundation ſo often, and are o ſoom ſbaken ADAUR 
ie hope of their Salvation. „ ĩͤ 
6. Cond, That if ye fall ſhort of true Converſion at firſt; che Dan 
1 il will labour to gar you deſpairat the laſt. 1 %% 91079190 1 nes 
e And now hoping upon theſe Confiderations,'ye are cefolved. todo — M 
i- Four beſt, and.uſe your. utmoſt endeavours after trus Convecfiony mg 
2 T ſhall give you theſe Directions for obtaining it. 
Direct. 1. Leſt the work of Converſion miſearry, here it fee mß s 
W o be begun, or in a hopefal Way tO it, Labour for a rigli under aud I 
o- ig of the nature of true Chriſtianity and the meaning uf te iGoſfies bie — 
ut s [ent to convert: yana; When 1 have been ſearching With my eff 
e What it was that made ſo: much Preaching and ſo many: ſtrong rant 

powerful Perſwafionsunto Chriſtianity prove ſo ineffectual, I fin 
this was one main thing that Men did not underſtand what we fads 
lor as much and as low as we condeſoended to their Capacities u- 
ye ny men do no more underſtand the ſenſe. af Prea ching than brut 3 
1. eaſts: Therefore ſtudy to know hat God is, What yout ſehks 2-5 
g are, what your ſin is, what everlaſting Glory is, and what evertalt> + = 
ad ing Torment is, and if ye underſtand rightly. what the Nature — 
al cheſe is, this will cauſe you fall effectualſy about youατt Work, , 
es through: with it when you are upon itt. + CE 
on --Diref, 2. When ye underſtand theſe things, Then ſearch theiSoripo © 
de to ſee whether theſe things be ſo or noti; This did the Ne Bar © 7 
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ent they would ta ke nothing upon Fruſt even; from Paal akhohe 
vas an Apoſtle, until they ſaw footing fopit in che word of GOD, 
n 7. 1. They were more noble chan tboſe of 3 3 
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me eve the Word with all reudineſt of mind, and ſearr bed the Seripiurej . 
Ai whether theſe things were ſo, and it follows, many of them belie- 


Direct. 3. If ye would be throughly converted, then ye muſt be (er; 
ous about the Truths that ye know betwix! God and you in ſecret ; There is 
no Truth how weighty and important ſoever, that will much more 
you if you conſider not feriouſly on it. Conſider therefore what? Md! 
the Nature of G00 is, whatthe'end is you are made for, and hiw WM 
you have anſwered that end, Confider what you were made by h. 
Creation, and what you are made by your Fall, and what ye might rt 
be byConverfion, and whatye will be if ye be not converted; C- 
uratiam turns the Truths of GOD into fleſh and blood to the Soul, 
g as cating and chewing of Meat makes it fic for Nouriſhment; fe con- 

fiderarion of the Truths that we know doth: capacitat us to profit by 
them, therefore wait not nor ly not ſtill till fuch Things come into 
your Mind, but call for them and entertain them well, if ye would 
not have the Work of Converſion to miſ carry. e 

Direct: 4+ That the Work of Converſion do not miſcarry, See tba: 
the work of Humiliation be: throug bly done, and break not away from the 
Spirit of Contrition till it have done with you, give the Law 1i- 
Berty to lay laſn upon laſh on your Conſciences till ye be black and 
blae with the Scourges thereof, and ſuffer the command, in the ſpi- 
ritual extent and meaning thereof to come near you, that your ſins #8 

may revive and you die, yet miltake not the end of Humiliation, but 
know and remember the end of it is to prepare the Soul for the 

welcoming of Chriſt upon his own: Ternis, and when ye ate ſo far 
wrought upon that ye fee your ſelves abſolutely loſt; yet ſtand not 
# back from Chriſt for the want of a greater and deeper Mealure of 

Humiliation, for Chrift is the end of the Law, for. Righteouſneſs tr 
every ene bat 'believeth; Rom. 10.4. and has appointed the Law to 
wound and kill, and.co make way for Chriſt the Phyſician, who i: 
8 the Light and Lite of Men: Now that ye may be humbled; ' confi- 
det your nitural Condition, that you are Unclean and rank Bnemie 1 
to GD, Chi dren of Wrath; lying under the Wrath and Curſe f 
GOD; and lying under a Sentence of condemnation, and {o bear 
2 


: thir Things in upon your on Hearts till they affect them. 
Drag. 3, That you may not miſcarry in the Workiof Converſion 
& | | 5 4 © 13 | 3 See 
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.. that je cloſe with the Lord Feſus Chriſt with Under ff ending, with Neuf, 
hole Hearts and wich a whole Chriſt clofe with him 7 I fay ) un. 
-an dingly, heartily and intirely as he is offered to you in the 
o ſpel, this is the Sum of the Heart and Life of Chtiſtianity, the 
W-{ is all but preparations to this or Fruits of this, this is the great 
rand we are ſent to do, if this be done all is done, if this be un- 
i» one there is nothing done, if ye know not him ye know nothing, | 
Wand if ye have not him ye have nothing, I lay ye muſt cloſe with 
bim Underfaudingly, and to the end ye may do this, ye muſt look to 
Etheſe things. 1- That ye underſtand who Chriſt is. 2, That ye 
nder ſtand the Reaſons of his Undertaking the Work of Mans Re- 
ul. Ecmption. 3.Ye muſt underſtand what he hath done and ſuffered” 
r you. 4. That yeunderſtand the benefits that redounds to Sin- 
Pers by his Death. 5. That ye underſtand the certain Truth of all 
2. I told you that Chriſt muſt be received Hearrily;as GD muft 
e loved with all the Soul, Heart, Mind and Strength, ſo Chrift, 
. duſt be believed into with all the Mind, Strength, Soul and Heart, 
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. $f GOD and pleaſing to him, and neceſſary to Salvation, and thi 
nd makes you have ſome mind to it, yet if ye have a greater averſeneſs 
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.d it; bec iuſe it croſſeth your-Fleſh,and-theCorruptions thore 
8 not a hearty cloſe. SHEET «Vo Of 55 8 ay 125 : =+ 8 | 3 
3. As ye muſt cloſe with Chriſt heartily, ſo if ye would have your” 
goſe through, ye muſt cloſe- with him intirely, that is ye muſt cloſe” 
ich kim asLord andChriſt & cloſe with him on-all his on Terms, 
ot only with ſome of them but with all of them 
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FX Dire#; 6, That the Work of Converſion may not miſcarły, See® 
. your Fleſh be throug bly mortifed, and that your Hearts be taken” 
roughly off this World and the Pleaſures; Profits and Honours f 
, and ſee that the root of your fleſhly Intereſt prevail not at the! 
eact. that is, ſeo that ye think not of reconciling GO D and the 
orid, but labour in Eſtimation, Affection and Re 
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a you in this deſign and purpoſe, in a Word take the Pifsctien 


229 < 
= 4% % 


eWorls be.crucified unto you, fit down and count what it may colt eu- 
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FR ſolution to for? 
e all that you have, and let not the Fleſh have a vote to contrass 


che Words of Paul, ———— Be ye crucifid to the World; add tt 
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ye have ſome ConviRions that Holineſs is good being the Image  _ 
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Nie would be faved,and upon whatTerms it is that ye mult flo, 
Ly kim, poſe your: ſelves with this Queſtion, can I voluntarly for the 5 
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other Maſters and Ends unto GOD, I ſay in this ſee that your "I 


upon good Grounds, I ar not mine own, ner difire I to have any thine 
but that which is His. 575 1 =” 
| Direct. 8. That the Work of Converſion do not miſcarry, take 
i heed. thats tate not a meer thange-of opinion, outward Profeſſien.and be. In. 


baviotr for a true ſaving change ; | Wicked Opinions, Profeſſions and 
Practices muſt be changed, but if there be no more, you are {till 


wicked as to theſe. E E 


8 Direct: 9. That your Converſion may be ſound, 4cquaint your p. 
| Jelves with the glory of Heaven, and: make it your Portion, and from this ip 
let che reſt of your Endeavours be-ſet on foot and animated; no 

Man can be a Gpriſtian that knows not the portion of a Chriſti- Nee 
Dieck. 10. That ye may prove; your Converſion to be ſound} reſt 
＋ Nor cauat your ſelves. truly converted untill GOD bixGl/ory ani 

bis boly Ward bave jour Love, Defire and Delight; and take n that for My 


A ſaving change, wher ye would be content to live an ungodlie andi 
Worldlie Life, if it were not fear of puniſument; this I fear is the ut 
moſt. of it that many of you is come te, to whom We have been in 
| preaching; the. Goſpel, and the neceſſity of Regeneration, but this >! 
. is not true Converſion, when. it is onlie fear of puniſhment, and not 


— 


wy conſtraining principle of Leys to Chriſt that puts you to your 
Deck. 11. If you would have your Converſion prove ſound, rv 
Þ you unts God this preſent Day and Hour without delay; For it is almoſtas 
48999 neyer torelolye to do it, as not to do it this ane, * 
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to hear His. Veice, while it is called to day. 
Direct. 12. That your Converſion may be found ; centent wot aur 


be Converted ; yen, ſtop: not at faint Attempts, but ſee klar ye be 
4: roundedly, univerſally, anch throughly Conyerted:There 

ood Thoughts & meanings that a Man ill have before he win to be 
| | 25 as T have been ſpeaking, and that ye may be the more re Keely 
Wand fully reſolved ;. bind your ſelf to the. Work of C ianity 
| och to the Work of Mortifcation and Sanctiffcariog . ey 
„ Eovenanting 1 wich G GOP, and open \Profeflion, of Him befote the 
orld. 2 1 
Direct. 13. In all the Duties of Relig gion, ye muſt be 5 the utmoſt of 
2 a — do all the Work of your Salvation with all yd 


mere in 8 CHRIST. i E097 N 
9 Dire. II. 1 


Pf many Duties of Chriſtianity, as rejoycing in che. LOR = 
Went reſting on him, and ble og him for his Loe, Ati is 21101 | 
5 for helping a Man to undergo Sufferings ; It is not a tin 


Ny ly neceſſary, H rf,@reat Diligence in all. tek K 8 an See 
Naion, in Prayer, Reading, Meditation, 

t.Lenderneſs and Circumſpection in your Walk be 5 nh: 1 
nit not any known Duty, and that 8 commit. not the lea nag 


ature of GO iis Commands, walkif 4 I Well 
defore him, Faule z. 1 ood Word an 1 f 


| 1 wild. your Faith, upon; 9085 197 ol can 12 Man TY 
7 what. 45, laid, even 9 JES CHRIST 898.4 F. a. 8 . 
\ UL Law, ind to the moe, if they ſp 


; be 2 is 0 * — fu 4 28 
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| E/eluos avith weak, and 15 ver ing Purpoſes, to Repent, and Mun ,Repentc: and 


are many 


ght. So much for the firſt Direction aneũt your, obrainiog ah 5 


or a Man to be hinging in the wind about We rm der he e 
= in Chriſt or not ? But by all means we ſhould labou ene „ 
4 Point in this. For obtaining of this, Abele two Fhipg 15 ant OM 


1s 4 An, but in Thou Ben Words, and Deeds, ſtudy Conforrn 5 7 Lite 
7 N 


Ditect. III. Aale CHRIST and. the Seriptures, Foz ol eee, DES, 


- 
2 
* 


A 15 7 80 es Dt how any Any obo 6 bern picker : "ml 


3 bour not only to Have an Intereſt in Jelus Chrift, e 

= Put alſo. preſs after the aſſurance of it, both may be attained, and a tek e 

Peen attained, and is ſo neceſſary in it ſelf, and for l 25 Fo 
1 nf. 


5 *. 
2 
* N * . 


11 8 2 237 Me CY 1e 75 2 


- 

1 
vl 

-. 
J 
» 
l 


| Taptions of che Time, and I Judge you are apt to think, - chat if is, 
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s Foundation, a flene, a tryed ſtone, à Precious corner fone, 4 ſare faunda. | 
tiek. It is a kittle and dangerous thing, even as much as your Son x 
and Eternity is worth, for you to build on any thing beſide JESUS 
CHEET and His Word; Many will ſay, let us build on this and 
that Authority, and on this and the other AR, upon this Father 
and that Father, upon this Great Man, and the other Great Man 
but take heed that ye build not upon any thing, but on the Founga: 
tion of. the Prophets and Apoftles ; and when any thing is preſſed 
upon your . ſee that there be Warrand and Footing for 
it in the Word of GOD, or elſe caſt ie and obey it not. 
Direct. IV. In all rhe Places and Companies ye come into ſee that ye car. 
ry Soul Preſervatives about with you, as Men do when the Plague is 
rife, they carry Antidotes with chem, ſo theſe are very infectious 
times, fee therefore that ye come WP no Place or Company, but 
that ye carry Soul Preſervatives about wich you; The'Soul-Preſer- 
vatives that I would have you carry about with you, is, He!y Care | 
and Wiſdom, that ye be not infected nor enſnared with the Temptati- 
ons of theſe infectious Times. 1 C 
Direct. V. See that all that is within you riſe big her aud big ber by Op- 
fitions, Threatnings and Sufferings ; That is, ſes that your Faith, Love, 
Zeal, Courage, Reſolution, and Magnanimity rife higher and 
higher by the Oppoſition ye meet with, Aff, 4. 27, 28, 29, 30. 
Their Sufferings raiſed up a more noble Spirit, they raiſed up their 
Faith, Courage, G. Acts 5.4r, 42. They deparied from the preſence Wi 


of the Council, rejoycing to Suffer fer His Names ſake, after they were beaten, i. 
and d to ſpeał n more in the Name of CHRIST, and daily in the i 


Temple, and in every bouſe they ceaſed not to preach Feſus Ghrift ; They 
looked on it as a Grace, to be Diſgraced for CHRIST; They ſay. 

as David did in another eaſe, if this be te be vile, I will yet be more 
wile, 2 Sam, 6. 22. So ought you to ſay, If this be to be a Phanatick 
0 Pray in my Family, to read the Scriptures, to adhere to the Co- 
venants, 1 will be yet a greater Phanatick. I give r this Pirecti- 
eon, the rather that I am apprehenſive that the Sufferings that you 
have undergone by Quartering of Souldiers amongſt you, has made 
Fome of you Repent any Activeneſs you have had againſt theGor- 
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Were co de, you would not do it gan. 
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ous practice of this Direction would Anſwer and Clear unto you, 


omus, and we have them not to go to for Light and Direction, : 
nd Tow to behave our ſelves. The Anſwer to this is in this Direction, 
30- ke the Example of theſe that are moſt Eminent for Grace and 
i 0 odlineſs, and ſet them before you; and follow not a Multitude D 


do Evil, nor yet theſe that are more Craftwand Wilie to ſhun Suf- 
Fring rather than Sin; there is a great Diſadvantage that redounds 8 
W Chriftians, by their looking more backward nor forward, by +» 
Woking more on theſe whom they excell, nor on theſe that excell 8 
em in Grace and Holineſs. 2 7****—75W*7W75—060 nb 
Direct. IX. Hold faſt your Integrity, rather let any thing BO, ere 
ck let that go; Dear Friends let-your Libery go, let your Relati- 3 
s go, let your Life go rather than let your Integrity go: O that 
ere were many of you to give ear to, and practiſe this Direction, 
du us it was with Fob 27. 5, 6. He loſt all, but keeped faſt his Inte- 

e Writy.; As the Drowning Man holds faſt that which-is caſt in to 


. 


„ve him from Drowning; or as the Souldier holds faſt his Shield 2 
d Buckler; So ſays Feb, T will bold faſt my Integrity, T will net en, 2 

zwe mine Integrity from me, my Righteonſugſs I bold falt, and a, mot 
CW . | 5 tf ͤ 
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in all their hon -urs. 
Direct. X Let not 4 
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andinternal Wirk of GOD in your Svwls, than the external Providence in 138 
World: GOD looks indeed that ye ſhould conſider the optration offi: 
hishands. But above all, look to the Work that GOD is carrying . 
bn in your Souls; for there is not a Soul among you, but GDF 
tarrying on a Work in it, either a Work of blinding, or Enlight. 
Hing, or Bettering, or making far Worſe, therefore look well wha 
GOD is doing in your Souls, all the Motions and Workings of GODS 
within thee are fo many ſteps to Eternity, and every Soul ſhall be 
Bleſſed or Curſed, Saved or Damned through all Eternitie, not ac 
cording to outward Diſpenſations, but according to the inward ope Wi 
ration of GOD in your Souls; therefore obſerve what humbline 
Work, what confirming Work, what Sanctify ing Work the LORD 
carrying on in thy Soul, and what he is doing. in that little World 
wichin thee ; For what is that to thee, tho GOD's Work wer? 
Thriving never ſo well in the World, if Satan and ſin carry the day 
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2 Pr 


in thy Soul and Heart, what Advantage can thou have of that. 
Direct: XVII. Look as well upon the clear and bright ſide, u. upon tl 
dark fide of the Claud, look as well on the bright ſide of Providence, f 
<5 | 
Rians they look and pore 
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XVIII. Ho!d 0:7 and hold on in the way of well. doing inthe want of 


of 
- 


"= Encouragements; but to hold out in the face of all outward Dif- 


BE the end ſhall be ſaved. * 3 5 „ 
pe. Direct. XIX. In all your Natural, civil, and Religious Actions, let the glary 
10; BE of God be your main, great and chief End, in all your Hearing, Read- 
Döſch ing and Praying, Eating and Drinking in your civil Calings, and 
ld in all your Duties in ſecret and publick,let this be your end, 2Cor. 
cre BT 10. 31. Whether therefore 3e eat or drink or whatever ye go, do all tothe 
day BE Glory of God. „ 5 „ 
Direct. XX. Record all ſpecial Mercies and Favours, Providences and 


the LE Experiences ye meet with, it is true ye ſhould do nothing eſſe, if ye . 


ce, ſnould Record all Favours and Providences ye meet with, but it is 


ur ſpecial Favours and, peculiar Providences that ye ſhould keep en 
record, little do ye know what advantages would redound to yeu 
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Direct. XXI. Make alwiſe the Scriptures and not pour ſelves; your carnal 
RNeaſon and bare Opinion, the judge of your ſpiritual ſtate and condit ion, ſome | 
ay I cannor.ſce that my Condition is good, to which I anfiwer, mult 


ad, Wy our ſenſe and carnal Reaſon be the Judge of your Tpiritual Rat $M 
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1d and condition, to the Law and to the Teſſimony, and let tha 
on the judge of your ſpiritual condition. 2 — 


- a 
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ing Direct. XXII. Make much conſcience of making good the Terms upon ]. 
at! he cloſed with Cbriſt, ye know that the terms was that ye ſhould den 


4% our ſelves take up your Croſs and follow the Lamb. whitherlvever 
ide 

{c- eous Theughts, and be no more your, own, but his; do not turn your 
ſal. Nack on Chrift, for the worſt of. Chriſt is better nar the beſt of the 
World, make Conſcience, I ſay, of being as 908 as your Frard, 
at, leny your ſelf, your Natural, Sinful- and Religiods ſelf, and fol- 
„ dw him, if ye would do fo, it would be an Honour te Chriſt, and | 
I gi ancagions to yourdell, and joy and Glaguols conhe.Uprights . 


Ne goes, that ye would forſake every evil way, and all your unrigh- 
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irect. 
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by this, for many Chriſtians loſes much by their neglect gf 
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ing vour Souls by it; fit down and tremble under your barrenneſs, 


Diipenſation of God towards you and this Nation, ſhail fo many precious 
"Veſſels be laid aſide as Veſſels of no pleaſure, and none lay it to heat 


-you to lay the blame upon none ſo much as upon your ſelves, for 
certainly we have procured theſe things to our ſelves, I find ou 
Predeceſſors the Martyrs, when by a Law Religion was changed 
in the Nationof England and Idolatrie ſet up there, they laid the 
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Direct XXIII: Si down and rejoyce with fear, Bfal: 2: 11: let the gb. 


rejoice, t ut let them rejoice 24th trembling, rejoice for what he has 
done to your Souls by the everlaſting Goſpel, and that he did not 
leav- you till he brought you to an acceptance and cloſing with iſ 
JESUS CHRET, and that he hath made you reſign your ſelves over 1 
unto him, and has cleared = your intereſt in him, rejoice that ye 
have had the everlaſting Goſpel in ſo great Light, Purity and Pow. WW 
er and Plenty as ye have had ic theſe many Years together, weep and 
mourn that ye have provocked the LORD to take the Goſpel away 
from you, ind that ye did not improve it right while you had it, that 
you have fo much neglected the Seaſons andOpportunities of enrich. 


and leanneſs, notwithſtanding of all the coſt and charges GOD ha | 
been at, and that ye have not grown up into more communion 
with him- | | . . 5 1 
Direc : XXIV: I would adviſe you all to lay ſeriouſiy to heart this preſeni¶ 


ſhall ſo many burning and ſhining Lights be quenched, and 
fo many Wells of the Water of Life be ſtopped altogether and 
this not laid to Heart, I beſeech you conſider and be ſenſible how 
not only one or two in a Land but alſo whole Corners Presbytrie | 
and Synods are all laid afide, fome Thouſands of Miniſters in England 
and ſeveral hundreds of Miniſters in Scotland, and the whole Plan- 
tation of Presbyterian Miniſters in Irelaypd, and ſhall not this | 


affe you, and not only has men laid aſide ſo many, | 
but GOD has called away many of them by Death, and o- 
thers are baniſhed out of the Nation, and others have their lives ta 
ken away by violent Deaths, and ihall not allthis a ffect you? 1 

Direct. XXV. Ia the dee pe ſt and ſadefl ſenſe that yr u have of this prove 
dence of God, watch over your own Spirits that ye lay the blame of it wi 
where, ſo much as on your ſeives, ſome blame the time, and ſome the 
Rulers, and ſome charge us Miniſters in our Diviſions and niceneſs | 
and ſingularity ; But if my advice might prevail, I would adviſe  : 


82 
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blame 
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blame not only on the Law Makers, but upon themſelves and upon 
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their own Hearts; one of them ſays all this i come upon us betiu/ekwe 


Aid net receive the Goſpe!, and were Goſpellers in Lip and nit in Life and 
Heat; how much more doth it concern us, to ſay ſo, whoſe Suffe- 
W rings is far leſs than we deferve, and much more ought we to biathe 
Wuc ſelves than others. | 5 | . 


| ern 
a #3 Af} 
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Dire#.XXVi. My next advice to you is, and I pray you take in 


. Love, if you ſhall ſee at this time a d:ſferenee in Opinions aud Practices as 
y mongſt us who were Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſome ſtanding and Ficking at 
WT hings that others can digeſt,be net offended at this, it has been ſo alwiſe 
WE ſince the Beginning, it is no new thing, if there be ſome that leave 


off preaching when others do continue to preach, tho againſt Law, 


thing. Ef | | AS | 
Direct. XXVII. That ſeing it hath pleaſedGOD to take away from 


1 fay offend not at either; when beth keep right in the main 


you your publick Miniſters, that ye would every one of you that © are 
LE Maſters of Families be jo much the more inſtructing your Families in privete 
that Satan may gain as little as may be by this ſad Diſpenſati- 


Ons. 


Direct. XXIIIV. My next advice is thatye would „i continue your re- | 


== werence and love to and care for obſerving the Lords Day and ſo long as 


there is any to hear that are honeſt, that ye would not ſpair pains 


to go to hear them, nor yet be terrified with fear in caſe ye do ſo, 1 


am afraid, if the Vagiſtrats countenance the prophaning the LORD's 
Day, and Miniſters preach it up, that there is too many will follow . 


them even amongſt you, take heed, 1 ſay, of prophaning the Lords 


dav, wherever Religion has flouriſhed amongſt a people, it has been 


= obſerved they have ſtill been careful in obſerving the Sabbath day; 


And on the other hand, where Religion has begun to decay, there 
they are alwiſe louſe on the Sabbath-day ; 7. berefore Remember the 
Sabbath. day to keep it holy, GOD has given you ſix days and taken but 
one to Himſelf, and wilt thou not ebſerve that day; Remember 
alſo that you in my Paroch of Irongray are particularly tyed and in- 
gaged to obſerve this day by your promiſa before the Lord, Wen 
ye gave us the hand in token of it, as ic had bee n to Himſelf, 
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* we look to the holy Nature ef GOD}: his Faithfulneſs, his Love, hi 1185 , 


m qr, * 
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Direct XXIX.Caft not away your confidence, hut put n hope for av H 
met. that q may the better ſtand out in this evil day; I mean ope that 
the LORD will ariſe for his work, Covenant and People in Brita 
and Treland, and tho ye ſhould not expect a delivery at ſuch a time 
or upon the Predictions of ſuch and ſuch, yet believe and hope that 
he will do it, take theſe grounds of hope for aſſuring you of this, he 
will do it in his own time. | | 88 MF 
\ Firſt, The Special Intereſt God hath in all theſe, this Work that i; 
tr5aden down is his, this people now holden and keeped down are 
his People, this Goſpel whereof you are deprived is his Goſpel, this 
Covenant that is annulled is his Covenant, and will he not do for 
his own, eſpecially when his Glory is fo much concerned in it. 

2. His Enemies is putting him to a defiance, and his Friends hath no 


ther hope nor help to look to but only himſelf ; our Nobles have deſerted 


6 
8 

5 

15 
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and forſaken theſe Intereſts, and for the moſt part has abjured the 4 
Work and diſclaimed it, and his Servants and People have gone to b; 'S 
death with the confident hope of the reviving of his Work, and i 
is that which his People continually pray and wait for, it has been 
often the ſuit and petition of his Spouſe at the Banquet of Wine 
when the Bridegroom bad them ask and it ſhould be given them, US 
alſo his People is yet taking pleaſure in the Duſt of Zion, his peop 
is oppreſt and ſighing under it, and his Enemies has made void hi 
Law, and in caſe he ſhould not ariſe, others ſhould be ſcarred tron 
entering in Covenant with Him; He has often appeared and help 
ed his people when they have been very low ina World: Nowi!f 


Power, his Good-will, all theſe are ſtrong Arguments, that he wil 
ariſe and have mercy upon his Zion, or if we look to hisPeople,ciche 
to the cry of their Oppreſſion, or to the cry of their Prayers, or tl 
their Hopes, all theſe ſays, He will ariſe and have Mercy upon Zn, 
or if we look to the work it ſeif, how ſignally he has ewned it o 
his own work, both when be began it and laid the Foundation oi 
it, or when he carried it on; or if we look to the Enemies che 
Blaſphemy and Cruelty, and that they are ſuch a party as GOD hall 
alwile teſtified his diſpleaſure againſt, and not only againſt them 
bur alſo againſt all who ever owned.their Intereſt or went about wk] 
fupport them, all theſe things being laid together may ſtrongly peri 
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wade his People, that the Lord will yet ariſe for his own people 
Wind Work in Britain and Trelamn t. | 
= Dire&t;, XXX. Held faſt the Truths of GOD which ye have received and ꝙ r 
ard, Heb, 10. 23. Let wr bold fail the profeſſion of our Faith without 5 
e vering Rev. 3. 3. Remember therefore how then haſt received awd heard 
nat g hold faſt, &c. Jud, 3. v. Centend earne ihn for the faith once delive. 
„ne gte the [aiuts 2 Tim. 1 Ch, 13: v. Held faſ the form of ſound words 
lich then haſt beard in Faith and Love which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 7 a 
old faſt the Scripture Truths, wherher they be the greatFunda- 
e nentals or the leſſer Truths, whether they be theſe that are above 
ontroverſie or contraverted, I would have you holding them faſt 
in your Judgements, in your Wills and Affections: hold them faſt 
In the profeſſion of them, and in the practice of them both conſtant- 
%, and reſolutely, becauſe if we do not ſo, we wrong GO D, we 
rong our ſelves, we wrong the Truth, we wrong the Poſteciey; 
the nd for the right performing this direction theſe things muſt be 
c (0 one. g ie 15 e n 
d ie Firſt, Ne muſt get into Cbriſ and be rooted and eflabliſhed in bim, for 
eue is not Learning and Abilities that a man hath that will make him 7 
ine gold faſt the Truths of GOD that ye have received in a time of trial 
ol be Inleſs Chriſt be his Foundation. 18 ar ; | 


© 8 


2. If ye would hold faſt the Truths of GOD,take nothing upon truſt = 
1 his = he matters of Religion whatever Preachers ye do hear; but examine \ 
em by the unerring Truths of GODs Word, and judge what Funn 
tion and Warrand they have from GOD's word, and according= _ _ i 

receive or reject them, 1 Theſs. 5; 21. prove all things, hold faſt bat 

icb is good I fay bring all Doctrines that ure offered you to believe, 3 
ad all practices that are offered you to practiſe to the Scriptures 


We age 


ad cry them there, whether they be received or rejected, + -. 
RT 3. Labour for a clear and diftin# knowledge of the Truths that you are 
Z 501d f af, that they are the Truths ot GOD, 2 Tim. 2: 14: Of theſe 3 
*. put them in mind charging them before the Lord, that ib ſirive not 
. Words to no purpoſe, but to the ſubverting of the Hearers, and this we 
know by their conſonancy and Agreement with the Word of 
od, I ſay, be well rooted and eſtabliſhed in the Faith that was once F 
livered to you; I obſerve it was one of the greateſt Reaſons W/ 
hriſtians let go ſo eaſily their 3 of che Truth, becauſe the 


Fenn ad 


% 


= 
© 


— 5 - 
. £ 
— 3 * Py; 


- 10 


© os 


| not well rooted and grounded in 
grounds for hat 


no body denys it. 


hold them faſt. 
_ F: If ye 
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H ye would hold faſt the Truths of GOD, then lalour fer a high | 
an wiluation of (them and lowe to them, for Love is one of the ll v 
bonds that maſt hold faſt the Truths of GOD, you muſt have ſach Ne 
an Eſtimation of Truth as David had, Plat 119: 72; 
mouth is better to me than thonſands of Gold and Silver, and ſuch as are 
of this mind will part with any thing before he part with Truth, E 
and on the contrary,Things of low price are letten go preſently, 
therefore Prize them and love them better than your Life if ye would 1 5 


would hold faſt the Truths of GOD 
Fife according to what ye know, Matth. 7: 24, 25: Chriſt ſays, wbo/cevr Mi 
Sewreth theſe ſayings of mine and doth them, I liken him to a man 
his Houſe on 4 Rock and the Storm came and the Houſe fell not. 
Sek ye would hold faft:theTruths of GODthatye have re 
chen beware avid take beed ef wilful forſaking and rejecting the Truths i 
Du, ſor that makes a man very abominable before God. = ! 
. 5 If ye would hold faſt the Truths of G 
3 would drew you from the Truth, I mean falſe T-achers, and F 
ach 2s are comment called Curats, Prove 19. 27: ceaſe my Sullf © 
"From bearing the infiruction that cauſeth to err from the words of Know S 


J.: Tf you'would hold faſt:cthe Truths of God that you have -receii# 
ved, then v te OD and raammend your ſelves andiheſe Truths to bimi * 
payer, and beg of him that he would hold you up, that ye may kee 
his Truths, fo doch Devid, Pfal: 17: g: Hold up my goings in thy pa 
© that my foorfteps Tide not, Pla. 119. 122. be ſurety for thy Servant, bol © 
| fafe, Plal. 219. 117. and 1 will have rep = 


25 00 Gard allthe Friths of od, andyuird them frengly' with all th 
wen non can, eſpecially fuch Truths as are contraverted, fucii 
brite Headchip and Kingly Power, in and over his Church and ; 


Ife would held fat the Trucks ofGod g 7; 
” YfferfortbeTruthy86 be not over much engagedto the World for if tb 


they maintain, but becauſe Miniſters ſay 


T he Law of thy 


, make conſcience to prac | 
that lui: 
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FE | F360. * „„ 1 3 } 7 92 | 
nd Direct XXXI. Tate heed andbeware ef Idatdiry,it Wa Joby aution to 
nis beloved Children, 1 Job g: 20, little Children keep yorr ſelves en, 
259 there is no ſin to which we are more grene, and there is no fins 


he | iy es DACK Was nd ion. 
cher turned, but the people made a golden Calf and bowed down to 


thy it and worlkiped it for their G OD. 


* 


th, been made bad, and evil men have been made. worſe: _ 
„ Direce XXXIII E. vg care ye mous not the leaftfinger of a bans 
nd Saint, it is dangerousto have a thought, a werd, a look or an il 
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4 
*. 


IE gainft the people of GOD, it is dangerous to haxe an evil thought 
16 againſtthem, David ſays they imagine miſcbief againſt me, that ĩs againſt 2 
5 Saint, &he concludes therefore they(ball all be ſlain, ] its dangerous to 
fn peek azainftthem,how dare thou ſays God, to Miriam ſpeak againſt my 


* 


ſervant Moſes, and with, that he ĩmqte her withLeproſie as white 


mine anointed and do my Prophets no harm, it may be ye will ſay, 

W if we knew them to be Saints we would do them no har m, but they 
are voly a Company of Phanaticks, lay ye, but take heed leſt they 
= proveGOD's People that you call ſo, and then it were better for you 
chat a Milſtone were hanged about your Necks and ye caſt into the 
Lea, than that ye ſhould offend the leaſt of te. 

Direct. XXXIV. Take beed of being of a haſtySpirit when you are nd 
Ferings and ſad Diſpenfations, men of a haſtie Spirit are apt to ſeek for 
and cloſe with relief, let it come what way it will or in what Terms 
it will when they are lying under Sufferings, Let me beſcech you 
gear Friends to have a care of ſuch an impatient Spirit 3. | he tha 


was of a haſtySpirit and would not wait upon Samuel, andfor t 


cauſe he oft his Life and Kingdom both. 


%% Pet: 2. 7, [, that his Righteous Soul was 
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which we are in more danger than Idolatry, Moſes back yras ng ben. 


BE Direc: XXXIL Beware evil Company, for by this good men hare 


= 
act a- 


believeth makes not haſte to be out of Sufferings,7[rel- was of a ka 
Spirit and murmured becauſe they were keeped ſo long in the 2 1 


6 
nat 
Direct: x XXV. Monrn for theje thing: yecanns: get bindered,it is ſaid ok 


vexed with the filthis 


| Converſations or the Wicked ] On, that we were as we Wa = 


5 as Snow, it is dangerous to act any thing againſt them, touch not 
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1 n how would the Wickedneſt of this generat!! 1 
n 2 nels or this generation 2 "we" 
tze how t 


1 Blaſpheme not GOD. our ſelyes, yet it is dur GOD that is biafphe- 
1 med, and ſhould not this trouble us, it we find it not wound us to 
ſee GOD diſhonaured; we have reaſon to ſuſpect our ſelves, when 
the head is ſmitten then all the Members of the Body 3s afflicted, N 
and it we were Members of his Body, would ic not be ſo with 


Direct. XXXVI. Lou that are weak Chriſtians even Babes in 
Chrift, Labour to be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of bis might, 
Labour to be Frengthned with all might in the inner man, to be rooted and 
built ap in Chriſt and eſtabliſued inthe Faith as ye have been taugbt aboun- 
ding therein with Thankſgiving, there is a great weakneſs among his 
people, and that makes us apt to fall, and When we fall we cannot 
riſe again, therefore to help you to practiſe this Direction, take theſe 
Motives and Counſels ; I exhort you all poor weak Chriſtians that 
ye would Labour for Grace and Confirmation and growth into a 
Us meafure of Grace, and ſo take theſe Motives and Coun- 
] . T i 
Firſt, Take the ſame motive which moved thee at firſt to believe, 
\ why did ye become Chriſtians at firſt, but becauſe you did ſee a 
neceſlicy of your having of Chriſt, and the Excellencies that is in 
him, and that there were better things in him than there was in 
the World, and are they not ſo ſtill? is the caſe changed? as ic was 
neceſſary to begin, fo it is neceſſary to hold on till ye have obtain- 
ed the Crown, fe ht ee LETS ren ns 
8. Conſider that the want of ſtrength and building up makes the 
lives of many full of lamentable Languiſhing, Weakneſs and Scandal 
to others, and a life of Pain, Calamity and Trouble to themſelves, 
this makes men go _ ſtep foreward and een backward; 1 
come now to give you that are weak Chriſtians L irectic r 
your eſtabliſhment and growth, ns 1 7 


Firſt, Ye muſt know that the work of your Saliation;ſhuſt be as 
long as your Lives, and that ye have never done with it till you = 

1 have ou living. — 5 e 8 
2, Know wherein your ſtability, Rootedneſs. Confirmation and 
Growth in Grace doth conſiſt, the chief part of your growth in 
Gracs is not to know mo things than ye knew before, but to gro 
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n the knowledge, belief, entertainment, and improvement of he 
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e. ame Truths that at firſt ye received, it is not an additional Enο⁹—W. 
to ledge, but a Clearer knowledge, a Sounder believing; a heartier 


ſentertaining and improvement of the Truths ye knew at firſt, get a 
ore perfect knowledge and conviction of what ye know, and this 
is your Growth. ee ORE Oe Hap , 

3. If ye would be Eſtabliſhed and Confirmed, grow downward: 
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in in Humility, and Inward in Heart- Knowledge of your ſelves, and 
t, above all Labour to maintain a conſtant abhorrence of the ſin of 
Pride, keep a conſtant apprehenſion of your own Unworthineſs and R 
;- ME Weakneſs, and of the Odiouſneſs and Danger of Sin; be content 
is not only to be mean and low in your own eyes, hut alſo to be mean 
t and low in the eyes of other. r. | 
e 4. Be ſure that your own Hearts and Ways, be the matter of your 
t daily ſtudy, when Hypocrites has their work abroad, let yours b3 
2 much at home, while they make ir their Buſineſs to cenſure this 
Man and that Man, let it be your main task to bs looking in to 
the inner Man of your own Heart, and to be keeping all Right be- 
W cwixt GOD and you. | RE Ve ie. 
F. Be ſure to keep up continually, a lively Apprehenſion of the : 


I ſtate and place ot your everlaſting Happineſs, to live by Faith upon 
the unſeen World of Eternity; know. where your Happineſs lies, and 
that is, that ye grow not too carnal in apprehenſions of your Hap= 
pineſs, live upon Heaven, and let Heaven animat and quicken.your 
Faith to Duty, in a word, let your Converſations be above, if ye. 
would be growing Chriſtianssss. ent ne 
6. Labour to knew the Method, Nature and Power of every 
Temptation, and how to reſiſt them, live in great Watchfulneſs; 
be not ſtrangers to Satans method of Temptations, that ye may 
know what part of che Soul ye have to Arm, and where ye muſt be 
F | | i 310300000, TR 
J. Give not way to a formal ſeeming heartleſs Righteouſneſs, be» = 
ware of cuſtomarinels in Duties without Life, but keep your ſelves 
in a continual ſeriouſneſs, and awakenedneſs about GOD. immor- 
J tality, and your great concernments, if ye be dead in one Duty, take F- 
heed that it incline you not to bs dead in another, and ſoye grow . 
to a cuſtomarineſs, in lifeleſſneſe, take heed of Spiritual floathful?h 
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ye ould be doing for your Souls. 


rections to make you grow and be eſtabliſhed in Grace, 


—S ! 
neſs, for that will make vou keep your hands in Your boſom when = 


- 8. Remember Aways the worthy of Time, and the Greatneſs of Ml 

work, and ſo value and prize your Time, as not negligently andM 
fleathfully to loſe a Minut of Time; Time will be quickly gone, and 
when you are at the laſt Moment, then ye will know the worth. of 3 
it; hearken to no Temptation that would draw you to the triffling 
or waſting of your precious Time, if thou has no Arguments again 
thy Sports, but this, that it is a triffling away of Time, take it asà 
greater Argument than the loſs of your Money, Friends, os any o- 
ther thing in a World, eſpecially value the moſt precious of your 
Time, as your Youth, and the LORD”, Day, loſe not any part of 
it, but improve it with your ſelves and Families, if ye have loſt any 
part of your Time, be very humble for it, and be very careful © 
Redeem the reſt, it's Ignorance and Idleneſs, and not want of work 
that makes any ſay, they have time to ſpare. Thus much for Di 


e . 2 52e © 


Direct. XXXVII. Learn the Holy skill for the improving a right evi. . 


ry Condition that GOD caſts you in, learn to live to GOD in every Con- 


dition, if you have skill and heart, there is Advantage to be got- 
ten in every Condition, Proſperity may ſtrengthen you in GOD, 
and incourage you in His Service, and Adverſity may wean you RF 
from the World, and help you to Repentance, and in a word, give 


you more than it took from you; know the Danger and Duty of 
every: Condition, ſtudy them before they come on you, that fo they 
do not ſurpriſe you, ſtudy the Danger, Duty, and Temptation of 
every Condition, but eſpecially that Condition ye are likely to fall 
into, prepare for Affliction as the common Lot of the Saints, aut 
take it as no Strange Thing when it overtakes you, learn tokhow 
how to abound, and how to be in want, a great deal of Chriftians 
Comfort and Safety lies in this, to ſtudy the Temptation and Duty 
of every Sondition before it come, that ſo ye may have your Re- 


medy at Hand, and fall to your Work, committing your ſelves to the 


LORD 's diſpoſing willingly. 


Direct: KXXVEIL Bras fritt and conſcientions iv the Duties. of you 
Relations and Deallings with Men proportionably, as in the Duties of Ho. 
lineſs, more diretHy to be performed 1% GOD: Make as much Conſci- 
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e do in the Duties of Holineſs, of 2100 Pray ing, d maße 
W Conſcience in the Duties of Juſtice and Faithfalneſs inyour Trading, 
as well as in the Worſkip of GOD, be diligent in ycut Calling,-net - 
floathful in buſineſs, and fo in the Duties of your Relations; *O 
that Parents knew. what Duties lies on them in reference to the 
Souls of their Children, and fo Maſters likewiſe, look to your Ser- 
W vants, and be as Conſcientious Famer $5 Duty for their Souls 
Good, be as Faithful to, and Compal at to their Souls, as in 
W your Duties to GOD, let me intreat you to join the firſt and ſecond 
Table of the Law together, every Command hatk the ſame Divine 
Authority that another hath; I would try a moral Man by the 
Duties of the firſt Table of the Law, and a Profeſſor by the Duties 
of the ſecond Table of the Law, if ye will po to Heaven, ye muſt 
make Conſcience of both the Tables of the Lac. 


” £ * 


Direct. XXXIX. Make it your Study and Care te do all tbe God that 
peu can in the World, let doing Good be the Principal part of your 
Work, ſuffer no Opportunity to flip out of your hand, but take 
= them when and where you may have them, look not only where 
= you may get Good to your ſelves, but where ye may get Opportuni- 
iss to do good ter i OE IO 
Direct. XL. Live ſtill as in the ſight of an All-ſeeing GOD, 4+pro-- 
wing your ſelves to him, as knowing ye ſtand or fall to his Fullgement ; 
| Avoid carefully all Offences to Men for the LOR D's ſake, and your 
own Conſciences ſake, Wit ſtick not too much upon Mans approba-- 
tion; but remember, is. ſmall tbing for me, lays Paul, io be Fukged. 
1 XLII. Be every day ſerious iu preparing for Death and 
Fudgement, as theſe things that are certain, that they wi come, 
but knows not the time when, as in Matti. 24, 36; uk often to 
think ſeriouſly what Death is, and. what chonpir Eeatf Wil put a 
Man on, and what Tryals and Temptations ufuafly *accompanies a 


- 


time, and what Thoughts are likelieft to poſſeſs you then; and What 
ou are likelieſt to wiſh for when you. are going to Die, think how 
Je will wiſh ye had ſpent your Time betcer, think how ys Wit wiſh : 
Je had impioven the Goſpel better, thirtk*h 
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Man at his Death, and what ye will ſtand in meſt neett.of at fuch a 


ow ye Will with yettad * 
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[ -Converſed better with others; ask your ſelves, what will I with 
had done when I come to Die, think ſeriouſly what will be moſiff 
[ Dreadful to a dying Man, think how Dreadful it will be to lod 
18 -back to a Life loſt in Vanity, or drowned in Worldlieneſs, and 
not reconciled to GOD, or at leaſt, at an utter uncertainty of hi 
Love; Wo be to the Man, that when the Door is (but has his Pre. 
paration to make, and his Grace to ſeek, bethink your ſelves whalif 


. et 6 ir 
either ye will wiſh or fear when ye come to Die. | 4 
Direct. XLII. Ariſe [predily after every Fall, by ſound Repentenc te 


and a freſh Recourſeto the Blood of CHRIST; Lie nat ſecurelie in ani fe 
fin which chou act fallen into, take heed of declining or triffling when 
thy particular Repentance ſhould be exerciſed, renew thy Cove. 
nant, and after thy Riſing deal Faithfullie with GOD aad thy felf 
| favour not thy Sin nor thy Fleſh, go to the Quick and leave no Co- 0 
ruption at the bottom of thy Heart. 5 
Direct. XILIII. As ye love your Souls, he not Strangers to your ſelvn, 
Oh that ye knew the Miſeries and Miſchiefs that flows from the! 
Ignorance of a Man's ſelf, and the Advantages that comes by (elf 
knowledge. be much and often in the work of ſelf Examination, of i 
all the Books you turn over and read, turn moſt over the Book of your Ul 
own Conſcience, and ſee what is written there, for at the Day of 
Judgement among the other Books that ſhall be opened, the Book Ml 
. . of Conſcience ſhall be one, and ye ſhall be Judged according te the 
Things that are written there, you ſhall have your Original Guilt, 
the Sins of your Youth and Old Age, and all the fins you have com: 
mitted, and all the Duties you have omitted written there, there- 
fore, commune with your own be arts, Pſal. 4. 4. Pſal. 57.6. Set up a 
Judgement Seat in your on Souls, examine whether ye have Grace 
or not, and be as much afraid of painted Holineſs as ye would be of 
Hell, think not your ſelves good becauſe others think it. 
Direct. XLIV. Keep up peur ſpirituel Watch, Matth. 13, 37. 
Watch I ſay in all things, watch thy Heart, thy Tongue and Ways, 
keep thy Hart with all keeping. O what need has a Chriftian to be 
Fill on his Watch, the Heart will be ſtill ſtealing out to this or that 
Vanitie, and-if we be not verie careful, it will ſteal us off our feet 
into fin, we have à ſpecial eye upon them that we ſuſpect, and 
there is great ground to ſuſpect the Heart, for he that truſts * aun 
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Fart is 4 fool, Prov. 28. 26, For it is deceitful above all things, ang 
Ly, [per ately wicked. Jer. 17. 9. Our ſleeping time in Securitie, is the 1 
Devils tempting time, therefore watch. / 7 Ro 


Direct. XLV. Te that are the People of GOD, meet often together — 
altho the Rulecs hath cried it down, yet we from his Werd, andin I 
his Name Command it, it's a fore and ſad Matter that fach Meets 
ings are ſo gone, and there was never more need of them, Mal. 2, 
16. When Things are wrong in Kirk and State, and they that - 
tempt GOD are ſer up in Places of Truſt and Power, Then they that 
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anie feared the LORD [pake often ene to another, and there was a Bock of Rew Y 
hen rembrance written. and they were marked for Fewels in the evil diy; = 
dye. Chriſtians like Doves ſhould flock together, one Chriftian will help 
fel, WW to warn another Chriſtian ; Conference will fomerimes be as much 
or, Countenanced and Bleſſed as Preaching, Communion of Saints 
is one of the Articles in our Creed, then be not ſuck Strangers 
5, to one another, as if this Article were blotted out. „ 

the Direct. XLVI. Trade much upon the Promiſes, the Promiſes is a 
ell great Support to Faith, and Faitk lives upon the Promiſes-as Fin 
of ſives in the Water, the Promiſes is both comforting, con fim - 
our WF quickening, eſpecial y treaſure up the Promiſes that are made 9 
ol the Suffering Saints, | A 
ok Direct. XLVII. Joyn the Serpent and Dove teget ber, Tnnocencie 

the BF and Prudence, this is CHRIS T's Dire ion, be wiſe as Serpents; and 
ile, harmleſs as Doves. 3 — om T0 
my Direct. XLViII. Think not the worſe of Godlineſs becauſe it is Per- 
re. /ecuted and Reproached, and on the other hand, think not the better of 
55 Sin becauſe it is in faſhion, think not the better of Sin becauſe it hath a 

e 


multitude to countenance it; when GOD asks you why did ye 
break my Oath in the Covenant, it will be but a Poor Plea to ſay, 
I did it becauſe there was many of all Ranks did it. y 


7. Direct. XLIX. Serve GOD with all your Might in the matter and buſfs- 

's, neſs of Religion, Eccl. 9. 10. The Argument there is, becauſe the Grave . 
is near, our Time is but ſmall, and therefore our Zeal for GOD _ 
at ſhould be great, therefore be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the LORD ©. 
ich Zea and Fervour, under the Law GOD would have Coals - 
i 6 Z Oo 
140 « — > > 
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t under eheTuceof; Ty Abe that he would have our kürte in \ th 
med with Love and Zeal in his preſence and ſervice. 4 


Direct. L. Spend every day ſome Thoughts on Eternity ; © Remi f 
Eternity, all of us ere long muſt lanch forth! into the Ocean of F. 
ternity, Eternity is a Sum that can never be Numbred, a Line tha Ml \ 
can neverbe Meaſured, Eternity is either an Everleſting Condition ; 
of Wo arid Miſery, or a Condition of Everlaſting Bleffednefs and 
Happinels, Eternity to the Godly who have an Intereſt in CHRIST, 
— their Sins pardoned. it is a Day that has no Night, and Ererpi 
ty to the Reprobat and Wicked is a Night that hath no Day; Soe. 
very day ſpend ſome Thoughts of Eternity, ſerious Thoughts of our 
eternal Condition would prove a great Mean and Hel p to promove 
Holineſs, the thoughts of Eternity would make us ſlight and con- 
tema all che Honours. Profits, and Pleaſures of this World, it would 
keep us from the overvaluing the Profits and Pleaſures in this World, 
and it would keep us from over grieving for the want of the Com: 
forts or meet ing with the Suff rings of this World. 1 

Direct. LI. Seing that in this World ye may expect Trouble; and if 5 
ye have a mind to live Godly, ye muſt. reſolve to ſuffer Perſecution; 
Labour to haze the other part of CHRIST's Legacy to his People, 
which is Peace in and with GOD through JESUS CHRIST, and 
peace with your ſelves; even that peace of * Cinſeience Which guard. the 
Meert and mind, and that paſſeth all Natural Under ſtænding, that fo ye may 
live a chearful Life in the midſt of your Troubles, this being a ſpecial 
Piecz of your Armour, to wit, the Chriſtians Shoes, therefore la- 
-bour to be ſhod therewith, to have your Feet ſhod with the Pre- 
paration of the Goſpel of Peace: And ſeing that this Direct ion is of 
ſuch Concernment to you, I. ſhall ſpeak the mote to ir, and point 
aut ta you the way: ſhortly, how to obtain this ſettled Way, of Peace 
of Conſcience. 

Heß, Lay up in your Ubdecſtandiogs,) deep. Apprehenf ons of 

GOD's Nature, eſpecially of His Love,. Mercy and Pity, let le 
Definitions that GOD gives of Himſelf, in Exod. 34 6, 7. Im lb 
LORD GOD, Mere faul and Gracious, Long: ſuffering, 5 Abundant iu 
Gos ine ſi and Truth, 1 John 4 8. GOD M Laut. Micah 7. 18. Who 
is 4 God like unte Thee, that Pardoneth An paſceth 2 the Tranſ greſ- 
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in %, be Bern int of bir Hiritage; Els reteini h wot His Anger for , ins. 

hecauſe He delights in Mert y. The Benefits that Would ariſe to un 

| from the Conhderation and Faith of GOD's Goodneſs, would-be 

fo Ml boch many and Great, it would make you Love Him, and ere 

would make you Cheerful in His Service, and Oheefful Setving 0 

Him Would breed you Peace, and make you frequent in, His Set- 

vice and Work. „ 2298 N is 

2. Get deep and ſerious Apprehenſions of the Gracious Nature 

. and Offices of the Mediator, that He is One that puts none away 

oe. MW from Him that Comes to Him, and that He Loves to get Implayment 

by Sinners, and Delights to be Healing Sinners in their Diſeaſes = 

3. Believe th: Fulnefs, Freeneſs, and the Univerſality of the Offers | 

on. that CHRIST makes of Salvation and Pardon to all that Believe and 

, 4. Study the Nature and Properties of the Covenant of Grace, as 

voy it is held out to you, Va. FF+ 2. Ja. 23. Fo Ege. 36. 26. Hef 2. 23. 
Where you will find the Comfortable! Conſiderations of the Cove- 

gie nant of Grace. Hirſt, That it is a free Covenant, 2. That it is well 

„: ME Ordered in all caſes, for all Neceſſities, for all forts of Men, for the 

Poor, and the Blind, and the Naked, G, 3, Tllat it is d Jure 
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forts, and ſpend more Time to get and increaſe Grace, than to dif. 
cern che Cerrainty of it. 5 5 1 
7. Content not your ſelves with a cheap Religion to ſerve GOH 
With that which coft you little or nothing; but ſtudy the Airt of Ml 
Well-doing, and let it be your every Days care ard buſineſs to lay 
out your Talent to the utmoſt Advantage; by Talents I mean your 
Time, Health, Riches, Credit, Place, Power, and Moyen for WW 
GOD and his. Work. „„ 
$. Diſtinguiſn carefully and put a difference between caſe 
of doubting and caſes of meer Humiliation, for God calls often tl 
the one when he calls not te the other. | | 
Direct -LII. You may poſſibly. ſay you have given us many Di- 
rections, but what ſay you to our hearing of theſe men that have 
intruded themſelves in your places? what ſhall we do in that? | WW: 
come now cothat and ſhall ſhorcly ſayibat where God hath not opened 
# month to ſpeak, we ſhould not open an ear to bear. Matth. 7. 25. Be. 
ware of falſe Prophets, Prov. 19. 27. Ceaſe my Son from bearing the in. 
fruftion which cauſeth to efr from the words of Knowledge. But becauſe 
this is a caſe much contraverted, not only betwixt the Enemies of Ml 
the Covenant and work of Reformation and Friends thereof: but 
which is more ſad, it is contraverted at leaſt doubted by many of | 
the Friends of the work, therefore that ye may ſee that which we Ml 
ref of this Truth we preſs it not from by ends and animoſity, but 

We preſs it from Grounds, both from Scriptures and Reaſon, we 
ſhall therefore bring it to the ſtate of a Queſtion, The Que fin 
therefore is not. : | 2 TO OO 
Firſt, Whether © theſe that are overlooked, either by the Magi- 
firats, or by the Prelates, and yet hath not complied with the Cor- 
ruptions of the Times, and yet preach, ſhould be heard? 21] 
Nor 2. Whether theſe that are Ordained by Prelats in other 
Kingdoms ſhould be heard, as in France where they are not fo ſtrialy 
ingaged by Covenants to the contrary? for I grant that a Scors Man 
in Frence may hear ſuch. 5 : ___.. 
Nor z. Is the Queſtion, whether theſe that were Miniſters before 
and have only taken Colation, and ſo have complied, but in a little 
1 when there is no other to hear? 33 
—_ | . Nor +: 


IE 0 


Nor 4. Whether cate i ers ans! had” a ker extern! 1 1 ES 
all by che People and Presbytrie may be heard? > 
But the Queſtion is mainly, Whether theſe that have Purricded hee: 
ves in the places of others, who are jet ſtanding Miniſters of the G -- 
„ and bade not been depoſed; Or whether theſe that have received their 
Ordination exly from the Biſhop, and are come in without the Call of the 
People over their Belly, whetber * ſhould be heard or not: 

And to this We Anſwer, Ie i, altogether unlawful and ſinful to hear 
uch, or acknowledge them for your Miniſters: And before we proceed to 
Eny further Arguments for Confirmation of this, we ſhall lay down 
ome Things that weuld be free conſidered for clearing the 


Di- : 8 ueſtion. i 

ave Hirt, Conſider that there is a great Difference betwixt a Church 

n meer Infancy not fully Conftituted and Reformed, and 2 
end oming out of Poperie, and a Church conſtitute and come to {ome ' : | 


erfection in Reformation, and declining and going backward, 
Hor before this Church was throughly Reformed, we grant that it 
aas lawful to hear the Prelates, or ſuch as came in by them, but >, 
Hot after ſuch a Reformation as has been attained unto, it is not laws 
= ul to hear them, 


but 
„of 2. We would conſider what would keep the Contraverſie bez | 
we wixt us, and the Epiſcopal party moſt on foot, for to hear hone | 


sa way to make the Contraverſie die. ol 


. We would conſider what way we ſhould give a Teſtimony a- 
bainſt them for there is not a way that the Commonality can give 
\ Teſtimony againſt them and their Courſes, but by ftanding alooff 
tom them, and not hearing them. | : 
4. We would conſider what may give us moſt, peace, and fill our 
Mouths moſt with Laughter, and our Heart with Joy, when GOD 
Feturns our Captivity whether it be to hear them, or keep a Diſtance 
from them. „ 
5. We would conſider what will ſtrengthen the Prelates moſt i io ::- ͥ ƷðTĩ:iè 
Wheir way, and what not, and it will be found, not hearing them „ 
xill much weaken them. 

. It would be conſidered what will offend the People of Go 

oy that are moſt Tender of GOD's Glory and His Intereſt, 27 
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it will be found that hearing ec The Prelates and their Curates oil 
very offenſive to GOD's People. 3 5. 
7. It would be conſidered what ſtumbles the Prophane moſt, and 
opens their Mouth moſt, and ſtrengthens them moſt in their Evil 
Way, and that would be ſhunned, and hearing of them will prove 
to be that. 1 380 . "25 e 
8. Conſider what will offend ſuch as Suffer upon the Account o 
not Hearing them, and it will be found that Hearing of them dos 
it, | . 17 | 
. It would be conſidered, what people are moſt inclined anto when 
they attain unto moſt neareneſs with GOD in prayer, and it will 
be found that then they have greateſt averſneſs from hearing them, 


; 10. It would be conſidered what people would do if there were A 
7 no external trouble following upon not hearing them. | 
— Aſter that ye have pondered cheſe Conſiderations, I deſire that yi 
before ye hear them thatye u ould anſwer me theſe Queſtions fol. Wh. 
2 lowing. 5 | .--- 
| 5 Fir, Do ye think that they are come in by the Door or no $ 
who have come into our places? ] and if ye think they are come 
j in by the Door, then ye muſt look upon us as ſuch as had no auth. 
K ritx to preach, and ſuch as have come over the Dyke, and ſo muſt Mk! 
13 think that we have ſinned in preaching, and you in hearing of us hi- WF: 
A therto, and if they be not come in by the Door, how can ye heat 
| them, ſeing Chriſt has given it as a mark of his Sheep, that they will WM; 
a not hear the voice of a ſtranger but look upon them as Thieves and Ml; 
1 Robbers. Wat ys $15 7% 3 | 1 15 f 1318 N | 
| r 2. Do yen think that you can prefit by the hearing of them or not ? if ye Wit) 
l do, then ye conti dict Chriſt-who faith, Jer. 23. 32. I have nct ſent Ne. 
them, therefore ſpall they not profit this people; and on the other hand iy 
i ye think they will not profite you, then how anſwer vou that'd 
Command, Ler al! things be dene to edification? how can ye hear I 
them end not he found guilty of taking the Lords Name in vain, Wc 
by  countenancing them, who ſay, thus ſaitb the Lord, and'yet'the L 
hath not ſent them: and by countenancing them that G00 
hart already warned you of that they ſliould not profit you- Witt 


Queſt, 3, Can ge bear ibem in Faub ei nor? whom ye know 30: be per- 


21 wg | Jured; 
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8 18 
ord Rem. 14. 23. what ſoewer is not of Faith is ſin, 1 eh BEA 
Queſt. 4. Do they preach another Goſpel or not ? If they do, then ye 
dught not to hear them but to look upon them as acurſed, and ſuch 


Ind 
vil 
Ove 
theſe preach another Goſpel who preach for another Head in the 


| urch than Jeſus Chriſt, and who preach either for no Govern- 
oo ¶ ment in the Church or for ſuch a Government as hath no footing in 


the word of GOD or any Warrand therefrom, | 


hen Queſt. 5. Whether think ye that ye may lawfully and without ſin hear 
wie em ye are bound by Covenant to extirpat, when hearing of them is 
m. Wn c{t2blithing of them and not an extirpating of them, and if ye 


ſay that ye may, then it ſeems that ye acknowledge not the Bond 
of the Covenant, and that ye account it an unlawful Oath, and if 


hat ye do fo then I wil! not medle with you, but leave you to the 
tol- LORD who will certainly convince you of the contrair when ye 


not time, | 2 80 L £415 £5 HIRE Tf 4 15 0 IE 
"me Queſt, 6. Whither think ye that ye may lawfully and without - fin bear 
ho-. cb as the Scriptures calls you ts mark and avoid, or not? andif yethink _ 
ault Nhat ye may not then take the Scripcure for a Rule of your Wels 
hi- Wand if you think that you may hear them, then conſider Whether 
eat they be ſuch by comparing their practice with the Scripture, Rum. 

vill W165: 17; 18. Mark them that cauſe diviſion contrair the Doctrine 

ind which ve have received, and have no fellowſhip with ſuch but avoid 


hem, for they that are {uch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 


ye their own Bellies, and by good Words and fair Speeches, they der 
ſen Nceive the Hearts of the ſimple. 2 Theſl. 3: 6, 7: Now we command 
ind you Brethren in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that Ye with- 


draw from every Brother that walketh diſorderly, and not after the 


Tradition which ye received of us, for your ſelves, know- how ye 
zin, 


i You, | | At hne hrig ans N 5 
2D" Queſt, 7. Möbetber think ye that ye may hear the Inſtruttion cedar Sener 
from the Word .of Knowledge-orno? And if ye think ve ma 
cu Ws ; | N then 5 
ed; EE 


ed; I ſuppoſe ye will fay we cannot, and if it beſo corifider that 5 5 


o whom ye ought not to bid God ſpeed, 2 Joby Io, and do not 


ome before his Bar, if ye receive not Convition betwixt and that 


Ough: to follow us, for we behayed not our ſelves diſordetix among 
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HK» 
"ther it ems ve regard not che Scripture Command, Prov, 19. ll 
dea my Sen from eee that cauſeth to err from the un £ 
87 Knowledge; and i not, then certainly je may not Hear then, 
For does nt that Inſtruction cauſe to Err, that would root in Meng 
Hearts, prejudices againſt the Work of GOD, by giving it out to HH 
a work of Rebellion, Railing againft our Covenants, calling it of 
Rebellious Covenant, and ftirring up the King againſt the Subject 
calling the People of GOD Rebels and Phanaticks, ſuch are thei 
Ian g, uctions, and therefore how can they be heard. I 
Queſt. 8. Do von count it 4 ſin to countenance an Uſurper in Civil 
Goro:rament, or net? If ye do, then is it not much more a fin to Coun. 
tenance an Uſurper in the Houſe of GOD ? And are not they ſug 
who came in both witbout the Call of People and Ordination of the 
Presbytery? And is not the Hearing of them a Countenancing thenj 
So conſider this before ye Hear them. | | 
© Queſt. 9. Po ye Pray againſt them, er do ye not Pray againſt them! 
Do ye Pray that GOD would dry up their right Arm, and that He 
would put them to the Door as Thieves and Robbers? Or do yt 
not pray ſo? Then arg ye not Friends to Zion, nor Enemies to the 
Courſe of Ungodlinels that is on Foot, nor Friends to the Cauſe ant 
Covenant of GOD, if ye Pray againſt them, then how can ye Heat 


them ? 


If they be ſ:,as moſt certainly they are, being notoriouſly pug 
then how can ye Hear them, and if ye think.them not ſcandalous 
then ye Condemn nor only all the Generation of the Juſt in theb 
Tauss that comply not witn them, but ye even Condemn the Cove 
Sant and Work of GOD, and all the former Actings of His Peopk 
in theſe Lands in the Defence thereof, and your ſelves alſo, fo 
Four former appearing. for that Work and Covenant, and foral 
Theſe Iatereſts; Therefore I beg, that before ye Hear them, tha, 
ye would 8 un's — ſo as that ye may hail 
A Sa. & Gomrort in what ve do, 5 1 . 1 
WELLES: 7 ye will fay; #hat ſhall we Anſwer to them ee hos 
WE ; | foal] 5 Ander abeir Arguments which they propeund for Hearing _ | 
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10. Are they noteriouſ ſcandalous ? Or are bey not? All 
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as Matth. 23. The Schles 


al Such Shes a 

them that che Sons of Eli wete KJ 
Meni in loathing ar che Sacr ifices becauſe ror 
t to h Men, as alioichae place, PET K 4 „ 
g it Envy, '&C- r . 1 * 3 
biel - 4»/wer, To the Fir 8 


> theirſle Phariſees mentioned im the one place, and the wicked Sons ef Ki 


: 
2. 
».-E 
22 


n Civil Appointment had a fair Call to che Office of the Prieſt Hosd 78 
Coun. Expound the Law, and ſo they Theakr air N „ 
ey ſuch. haye no Call at all, but have wickedly and contrair the Covenant r 
of i ſhamefully intruded themſelves upon the Charges and Flocks of. oo. 


chenſſf ther Men, who were never Diſcharged by any Church Judieatorv. 
And as for that ether place of preaching CHRIST out of Envy, © © 
then that ſays nothing for themkecauſe the Apgltle there is not challeng- — 
hat He ing their Call, but only their Principles; and no doubt but man, 
do „ who have a fair Calbto the Miniſtry, have Evil Principles and M... 
to the tives to put them to preach ; Therefore before they can gather 
uſe au any thing out from theſe places of Scripture for Hearing theſe Men, <a 
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e Heu ir lyes upon them to make it out, that theſe Scribes and Phariſees 
who ſat in Moſes Seat were not of che Tribe of Levi. or elſe they © : 
Anu can conclude nothing from theſe places, 9 . 
fidios As for Separation, which is alledged, will follow on your WI nn 
dalow drawing, | | 55 op x 
n theft I Anſwer, It is they that have gone from us, and ſo have made 
Cove the Schiſm ; For we cuntinue ihithat Way we were Sworn jnts.. 
People and have followed theſe Twenty Three Fears ſinc# our Refor=  X 
iſo, lo mation. . 8 Z I 
1 forall} We thought it not fit to put this in a Contraverſie, and 
ECTCTFTTTTTTTTC 
ay hay *uc ay as ye are ble to Underſtand ; and therefore; if h: 
em not to be Sufficient for prefling this Dire#ion, we ſhall preſs'ic. ©. 
ind hog more Largely, and accurately handle this Caſe hy itfelf 20 
then, And now to Conclude, If ye know theſe Things, «Happy are 1c E 
Sue 4 dem ; for it is bot bare Read 1 eee ee 7 
1 5 1 EO, i ys 
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